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2026 Silent Auction By Greg Mason And Mike Rafferty 
 
 
The 2025 Silent Auction raised $6,955 for the 11th ACVVC Scholarship Fund with 152 items donated and available for bid. The 
donated items included many hand-crafted items and one of a kind items with a Blackhorse theme. We are not allowed to have alcoholic 
beverages or firearms in the auction as many state laws prohibit it. We look forward to another successful auction.  

The auction process will be as follows:

1.	 Items are needed for the Silent Auction to be conducted during our 41st Annual Reunion in Orlando, Florida.  Items peculiar to the 
11th Cavalry are always favorites, and any item of value is welcome, Cavalry related or not.

2.	 We will have a collection site set-up in the registration area to collect donated items brought to the reunion beginning on  
Thursday from 1pm to 5pm, and Friday from 9am to Noon.

3.	 You can ship items to Joseph Gehring, 2665 Day Lily Run, The Villages, FL 32162 after April 1, to collect, hold and bring the 
items to the reunion for display. If you plan to ship items, please use the convenient Silent Auction Donor Form printed in this issue. If 
you bring the items to the reunion, also complete the donation form and include it with the item.

4.	 The auction will be from 2pm to 4pm on Friday Afternoon with the bidding ending precisely at 4pm. Those in wheelchairs or 
motorized chairs may be allowed in at 1:45 to allow them a little time to view the items before the crowds enter if our space in the 
rooms is tight.

5.	 Winning bidders must be present, pick up their items and pay for them between 4pm and 4:30pm after the bidding is closed.

6.	 If the item is not picked up, the item will be awarded to the next highest bid at 4:30pm or auctioned off at 4:45pm Friday afternoon. 
The bid form will have a place for you to leave a cell phone number in case we need to call you to let you know to pick up your item.

7.	 We will be able to accept cash, checks, Visa or MasterCard for payment.

We do need volunteers to work at the collection site and on the night of the auction. We are setting up the collection site schedule in 
2-hour shifts and if you would like to volunteer, please contact me at gregrmason311@gmail.com or 813-220-9027. I will respond to 
your email as I receive them.  

Our reason for requiring items to  
be picked up and paid for the evening  
of the auction is because of the 
difficulties we have had in prior years 
getting all the items delivered and paid 
for. We appreciate your understanding.

We look forward to seeing you in 
Orlando and thanks in advance to  
all the donors!

 
 

11th ACVVC Silent Auction 
Donated Items Information Form 

Please provide the following information with your donated item.  If you wish to donate  
anonymously, please check the box below. 

PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY 
Description of Item donated:_______________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Name of Donor: ____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address of Donor: _________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone number of Donor: _________________________________________________________________ 
 
Value of Item Donated  $ ____________  I wish to remain Anonymous (Check here) ____ 
Mail Silent Auction Items After April 1 to:   
                          11th ACVVC  

C/O  Joseph Gehring 
2665 Day Lily Run 

The Villages, FL 32162 
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Because their fathers had, 
Words have a way of haunting me.  They 

stick in my head.  Before I realize where they 
came from, I am humming or mumbling 
them.  My eyes pop open and I look around 
and ask “where did that come from?” It is 
like when someone mentions Gettysburg 
and you think “four Score and seven years 
ago …” or, a politician starts talking about 
patriotism and you think the Declaration of 

Independence: “We hold these truths to be 
self-evident … “. Or even better for those of 
us who made the pledge, “I do solemnly 
swear to uphold the Constitution of the 
United States against all enemies, foreign or 
domestic ….” 

On Memorial Day, this past May, words 
from the prayer/poem we recite at each 
reunion at our Memorial Service struck me 
as loudly and as sharply as the sound of a .50 

caliber discharge.  Those words “… their 
father had and their fathers had before” 
played on my mind. Like the machine gun 
round, that poem, Bury Me with Soldiers is 
so explosive with meaning that over the 
years, many of us have had to pause, catch a 
breath, and dry our eyes before we could 
continue the reading. It is such a great medi-
tation, a heart throbbing prayer, a lyric poem 

2023 Election of 11th ACVVC Officers
By Greg Mason, Secretary 

Three positions will be up for election 
this year during the General 

Membership Meeting to be held Saturday 
morning, September 23rd, during the 2023 
Reunion.  The three positions are Vice 
President, Treasurer and one Director.  

The Vice President and Treasurer will 
serve two-year terms beginning January 1, 
2024, and ending December 31, 2025.  The 
Director will serve a three-year term begin-
ning January 1, 2024, and ending December 
31, 2026. 

A special election will be held to fill the 
unexpired term of Vice President of Stephen 
Page who resigned earlier this year. An elec-

tion to fill the office of Vice President on a 
pro tem basis was held in June 2023 among 
the incumbent Officers and Directors and 
Allen Hathaway was elected until a special 
election could be held to fill the unexpired 
term for the period ending December 31, 
2023. 

All candidates must be Life Members of 
the 11th ACVVC.  Candidates will have an 
equal opportunity to state their qualifica-
tions at the General Membership Meeting.  
The elected candidates must be able to 
attend the annual reunion and participate in 
Board Meetings held during their elected 
term, that are generally held by conference 
call.  

Please turn to MEMORIAL DAY on page 13

Memorial Day Wreath Laying at The Wall

Please turn to ELECTION on page 3

3rd Quarter 2023 

State of the Reunion  
Steve Page, Reunion Chair, will no 

longer serve as the Reunion Chair. 
Steve had a health issue that prevented 
him from fulfilling his duties in that role. 
I initially played back for him, but his 
condition has not recovered sufficiently 
enough to continue in that role. He and 
Gerri will continue to join us at the 
reunions and that is what really matters. 
When you see him thank him for his long 
devotion to the 11th AVCVVC and the 
very professional job he did in planning 
our reunions. He set the standard and the 
template that we still follow.   

Please turn to REUNION on page 3


