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· First Casualty.  From the Third Squadron Combat Operations After Action Report for Operation Hickory (7-15 October 1966): “9 October: There was one major enemy encounter during the day’s operation which occurred at the resupply point.  Located near the supply point (vicinity of BEN CAM) was the Provisional Mortar Battery consisting of Tm I and Tm L’s mortars [India and Lima Troops’ 4.2” mortars mounted in M106A1 Mortar Carriers].  While vehicles were refueling in the area, the VC apparently were laying an ambush.  At 155 hours PFC PIERCE [Private First Class John Pierce] from I Troop moved toward an OP [Observation Post] located outside the perimeter.  This may have caused the VC to believe they were about to be detected, so they opened fire.  PFC PIERCE was shot in the chest and later died of his wounds [first Blackhorse Trooper killed in Vietnam].  The tanks attached to I Troop immediately returned the fire with canister volleys.  In the meantime, M Co [Mike Company] who was enroute to refuel, arrived in the area and also took the VC under heavy canister fire.  Tm M had an Armored Cavalry Platoon (3rd Platoon, K Troop) attached to it and committed it here to make a dismounted sweep of BEN CAM [village].  At the same time, Provisional Mortar Battery, as an armored force, moved to block from the East.  The canister fire from the tanks and the dismounted element accounted for 5 VC KIA (BC) [killed in action, body count] and one house destroyed with secondary explosions.  These were the first VC KIA’s by the Regiment.”

· More Firepower.  During January 1967, the Howitzer Batteries from the three Squadrons turned in their 105mm M108 howitzers and were issued new 155mm M109 howitzers.  Twelve artillerymen from each battery were sent to the 54th Artillery Group located at Xuan Loc (already equipped with the M109) for on-the-job training on the new equipment.  While the M108’s maximum range was only 11.5 kilometers, the more powerful 155mm cannon of the M109 could reach out and touch the VC at ranges out to 18 kilometers.

· Silver Star.  On 27 April 1967, the last elements of Second Squadron arrived in Chu Lai for a six-month tour of duty under the operational control of the 196th Light Infantry Brigade in the I Tactical Corps Zone.  As part of Task Force Oregon, Battle Squadron helped to blunt the North Vietnamese Army’s attempt to overwhelm the US Marines, Republic of Korea (ROK) Marines, and Army of the Republic of Vietnam (ARVN) soldiers defending the demilitarized zone (DMZ) between North and South Vietnam.  Less than a month after arriving, 2/11 was operating with the 2nd ROK Marine Brigade when Echo Troop ran into a well-entrenched enemy in a village.  The Second Squadron Annual Historical Summary for 1967 tells that story: “About midday on 20 May, E Troop was approaching a small village when it began receiving heavy automatic weapons fire and rifle grenades.  It was during this action that Private First Class Joseph P. Tamboia first experienced the taste of combat.  Private First Class Tamboia was a medic assigned to E Troop when the initial burst of enemy fire wounded several men in his platoon.  With complete disregard for his own safety Private Tamboia left the safety of his armored vehicle and ran to the aid of his stricken comrades.  He repeatedly exposed himself to intense enemy fire as he moved to treat the wounded.  As the enemy fire increased in volume, Private Tamboia noticed that the machine gunner, who had been providing suppressive fire for the friendly forces, was wounded.  Without hesitation, Private First Class Tamboia grabbed the machine gun and fired at the insurgent position from which the accurate enemy fire came until it was silenced.  Troop E, crushing the enemy resistance, continued on its mission and later in the day it again received heavy fire from another enemy emplacement.  Another cavalryman was wounded and Private First Class Tamboia again moved unfalteringly through the hail of bullets to render aid.  Private First Class Tamboia was awarded the Silver Star for his gallant actions.”

· Blackhorse Cowboy.  Even Rowdy Yates (Ramrod on the TV Series Rawhide) would have been proud.  From 8 to 10 August 1968, India Troop was engaged in the cordon and search of the village of Chanh Luu.  On the last day of the operation, there was a report of a Viet Cong attempting to escape from the village in a novel manner.  Private First Class Thomas Wilson earned an Army Commendation Medal for Valor by bringing the outlaw to justice.  “Private Wilson received a report that a heavily-armed enemy soldier was attempting to evade the American forces by hiding in the midst of a herd of water buffalo.  Private Wilson dismounted his vehicle observing the herd moving toward his position and ran to the suspected vicinity of the enemy.  Completely disregarding the possible presence of additional enemy, Private Wilson courageously ran through the dense grass and attacked the hostile soldier.  After disarming him, he brought him to the troop commander’s assault vehicle, where he yielded vital intelligence information.”  Head ‘em up, move ‘em out cowboy!

· Apathetic Civilians.  The 11th ACR report for the period May to July 1969 reported the following evaluation by the Blackhorse psychological operations team of the local Vietnamese population’s loyalties: “The general attitude of the population in our AO [area of operation] continues to be mostly apathetic.  Except in isolated instances, villagers remain unconcerned about the outcome of the war.  US forces alternately gratify and infuriate the people; one week they provide MEDCAP’s [Medical Civic Action Program], the next week maneuvers cause crop damage.  Because of family ties to VC in the area, almost all villagers provide some support, moral or physical, to the enemy.  However, there have been numerous instances where villagers aided Allied Forces by providing intelligence and assistance.”
· Nighthawk.  From the January 1970 edition of the Blackhorse newspaper: “A lone helicopter flying over the Vietnam jungle at night is probably no particular concern to the enemy troops hiding below.  But one Blackhorse chopper has a unique feature which can bring unpleasant surprises to the confident enemy.  The Nighthawk is an ordinary Huey with two miniguns, a starlight scope and a large beacon [searchlight].  When a crewman manning the $6,000 starlight scope spots enemy troops on the ground, the beacon comes on and the miniguns open up with 4,000 rounds per minute.  That’s when the light begins to dawn on Charlie.  Warrant Officer Joseph D. Clark of Pittsburgh, Pa., has been project officer of the unique ship since its introduction in the Air Cavalry Troop last November [1969].  Clark said the early missions were hampered by the need to get firing clearance.  ‘To be a success you have to be able to fire as soon as you see something,’ he said.  ‘That’s also why you have to have a good crew.  You have to be able to tell at first look just what’s on the ground and once that light comes on the gunners have to open up instantly.’  The Nighthawk now works ‘free fire’ boxes in which the gunners may fire at anything that moves.  This makes navigation extremely important.  And since the ship flies an irregular pattern at very low altitude, a Cobra is assigned to escort the ship and keep it from leaving the box.  The Cobra gunship also provides welcome firepower in the event of a contact.  The flight pattern of the Nighthawk looks like an unplanned wandering through the sky, but in reality it isn’t.  ‘You come over the area at about 2,000 feet and then drop down to about 300 to check the open areas,’ said Clark.  ‘We like to keep the speed down to about 50 knots because it keeps the vibration at a minimum and makes it easier for the man on the starlight.’  No data is available on how effective the flights have been, at least in regard to enemy killed.  The terrain makes it almost impossible to confirm kills from the air at night.  The Nighthawk has made contact with the enemy, however, and everyone involved seems to agree that the idea of such flights is a good one.”
